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"ePq;fs; gpwe;jehs; njhl;L mauhj tpopg;Gld; 

cq;fisf; fhj;JtUk; kupad;id> cq;fs; njhl;bYf;F 

mUfpy; FUf;fspd; rigahfpa xU njhl;biyAk; 

itj;jpUf;fpd;whs;. mjidAk; xNu Nghf;fpy; Ngh\pj;J xNu 

tpjkhd mUs;fisNa mjd;NkYk; nghope;J ,t;tpjkhf 

mq;fj;jtu;fs; jpUf;FLk;g fd;dpaupd; rNfhjuUk;> 

ghJfhtyUkhf ,Uf;Fk;gb Maj;jk; nra;fpd;whs;'.

	 cz;ikapy; mkykupj;jpahfpfspd; tho;tpy; 

md;whlk; gl;Lj;njwpj;j “ViofSf;F ew;nra;jp mwptpg;G” 

vd;w ,tu;fspd; mUq;nfhil  kpf MokhdjhFk;. NkYk; 

,tu;fspd; J}uNehf;F> jPu;f;fjuprdg; ghu;it> vq;Fk; ve;jr; 

#oiktpYk; gzpahw;Wk; tPuj;Jtk; NtjNghjfg; gzpapy; 

jk;ik KOikahf mu;g;gzpj;J ew;nra;jp mwptpf;Fk; 

Mu;tk;> Md;k thQ;ir> rhjhuz tho;f;if Kiw> rKjha 

cau;r;rpf;fhf gy;NtW mghaq;fSf;$lhf Jzpe;J 

KbntLf;Fk; Qhdk;> ,Us; #o;e;j tho;f;ifapy; xspA+l;lf; 

fy;tpia rpwe;j Xu; Clfkhfg; gad;gLj;jp fpuhkq;fs;> 

efuq;fs;> gl;bdq;fs;> ehLfspy; ew;nra;jpia  mwptpj;jik>  

flTNshL xd;wpj;J tho;itg; gf;Ftkhfj; njhlq;Fk; 

Md;kpfk;> kupad;idapy; tw;whj gf;jp> Mo;epiyj; jpahdKk; 

mjdhy; mDgtpf;Fk; ,iwrf;jpAk;> Gjpjhff; fpsu;e;njOk; 

Gjpa NjitfSf;Fj; jq;fis ,irthf;fk; nra;Jnfhs;Sk; 

rPu;kpa tho;f;iff; Nfhyq;fs;> Mtpahy; ,af;fg;gl;L 

,ay;ghfNt mtUf;Fs; mire;J KbTfs; vLf;Fe;jpwd; 

Nghd;w ,t;thwhd gz;Gfshy;> nraw;ghLfshy; ,tu;fs; 

,iwtdpd; rhl;rpfshfj; jpfo;e;jhu;fs;. 

	 ,j;jifa tho;T tho;e;j mkykupj;jpahfpfs; 

jpUf;;FLk;g rigj;Jwtpfshfpa vk;NkhL Nru;e;J gazpf;fTk; 

ehk; vk; mUq;nfhilahk; “If;fpaj;ijAk;” Md;kpfkhk; 

“,iwtd; khj;jpuNk” vd;w gw;wWj;jy; tho;f;ifapy; 

vk; tho;it efu;j;jpr; nry;yTk;> rigapd; kdg;Nghf;fpy; 

gpukhzpf;fkha; thoTk;> vk;kpYk; vk; cUthf;fj;jpYk; 
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Jiz epd;Wk;> cyfpy; md;whlk; fpsu;e;njOk; Mtpapd; 

mirTfSf;F tpopg;ghapUe;J> Gjpa topfspy; rKjhaj;jpd; 

nry;newpfis ed;ikapd;ghy; jpirjpUg;gp> ew;nra;jp 

mwptpg;ig tpirg;gLj;jp efuTk;> mkykupj;jpahfpfs; 

mt;tg;NghJ jk; rNfhjuj;Jtj;jhy;> mu;g;gz tho;tpd; 

Mokhd mDgtj;jhy; $lNt vk;NkhL gazpj;jhu;fs;. 

,d;Dk; Mo;epiyj; jpahdj;jhy; md;whlk; ngWk; rf;jpfshy; 

vk; gyq;fspYk; gytPdq;fspYk; vOr;rpfspYk; tPo;r;rpfspYk; 

ehk; NtNuhl;lkhd tho;T tho;e;J Mo;kdj;Jf;Fs;Sk;> 

midtupYk; KOg; gpugQ;rj;NjhLKs;s flTNshL 

gazpf;f vkf;Fj; Njitahd Neuq;fspy; topfhl;bdhu;fs;.

	 fhyr; rf;fuk; vtUf;fhfTk; fhj;jpuhky; jd; 

,ay;gpd;gb Rod;wNghJk;> mjw;Fs; epfo;e;j 30 tUlg; 

Nghu;> Rdhkp> nts;sg;ngUf;F ,d;Dk; gy;NtW 

#oiktpy; cw;w rNfhjuq;fs; Nghy vk;NkhL cld; 

gazpj;jhu;fs;. vz;zpay; (Digital) RNjrpfs; nraw;if 

Ez; mwpT tPr;R vd;W tpQ;Qhdj;jpd; Gjpa tpe;ijfs; 

cyfpy; gy Njhw;wg;ghLfisj; Njhw;Wtpj;J jdp 

kdpju;fspYk; r%fkhfTk; njhopy;El;grhjdq;fspd; mjPjg; 

ghtidfshy;> tpsk;guq;fspd; vy;iyaw;w ngUf;fj;jhy;> 

vy;iy kPwpa jdpg;Nghf;fhy;> khw;Wf; fUj;Jf;fshy;> re;jjp 

,ilntspfshy;> rpy Ntisfspy; xd;whfg; gazpg;gjpy; 

rw;W njha;T epiy ,Ue;j fhyq;fspy;$l %j;j FUf;fs;> 

,ilepiy taJs;stu;fs; Gjpjhf te;J Nru;gtu;fSf;Fj; 

jk; tho;Tg; gpurd;dj;jhYk; tuyhWfis RUq;fr; nrhy;ypAk; 

,t;tpizg;ig vd;WNk ghJfhj;jhu;fs;.

	 ,d;Dk; ve;j NtisapYk; cq;fspd; cjtpia 

ehk; ehLk;NghJk; gy mghaq;fis xU nghUl;lhf ehk; 

fUjhky; fhyj;jpd; Gjpa Njitfs; vk;ik miof;Fk; NghJ 

mjpu;r;rpAk; mjpu;Tk; Cl;Lk; nraw;ghLfspy; JzpTld; 

(Audacious action) vk;ikf; ifaspf;fTk; gy topfspy; 

gy;NtW cjtpfis ey;fp ,Uf;fpwhu;fs;. vdNt> jpUf;FLk;g 



-449-

rigahf> Fwpg;ghf aho;. khfhzkhf fhyj;jhy; mopahj vk; 

ed;wpfis kdnkd;Dk; jl;by; ed;wp kyu;fshf Ve;jp nrg 

jgj;ijj; J}gkhf;fp jpahfk; vd;Dk; nrQ;Rlu; xspapy; jpdKk; 

tho;itf; fiuj;Jf; nfhs;Sk; mkykupj;jpahfpfSf;F 

md;ghf rku;g;gpf;fpd;Nwhk;.

	 khwhjJk; kiwahjJkhd ePbj;j ep[khd 

neQ;rj;jpy; Mokhfg; gjpe;j ,tu;fspd; “rNfhjuj;Jt 

,izg;G” flTspd; fUizahy; vkf;F mUsg;gl;l 

md;ghd Xu; mUk;ngUk; nghf;fprNk. ,J> jpUf;FLk;g 

rNfhjupfshfpa vq;fs; tho;T KOtJk; njhlUk; xU fij. 

Mk;> mkykupj;jpahfpfSk;> jpUf;FLk;g rigj; JwtpfSk; 

,r;rigapd; Vida mioj;jy;fSk; ,Uf;Fk;tiu 

,r;rNfhjuj; njhlu;G xU njhlu;fijahfNt ePz;L nfhz;L 

,Uf;Fk;. ,iwauRg; gzpfspy; ,ize;J gazpj;jtu;fspd; 

ew;nra;jp mwptpg;Nghupd; ghj mbfspd; Gdpjj;ij czu;e;J 

“,tu;fs; NgWngw;wtu;fs;” vd;W kf;fs; Gfohuk; #l;b 

,tu;fis tho;j;Jthu;fs;.

“ePq;fs; vd;Wk; vk; rNfhjuq;fNs”

crhj;Jiz E}y;

Sr. Justina, (njhF)> Kj;jhd nrhj;J> 150tJ mfit Nehf;fp> tl 

khepy jpUf;FLk;g epWtdk;> aho;g;ghzk;> 2009.
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Present Ministries of the Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate in Jaffna Province 

Pathinathan Sathiyaseelan, OMI
SLT (Rome)

Superior, De Mazenod Scholasticate, Jaffna.

	 	 The Oblates of Mary Immaculate in the Province 
of Jaffna are engaged in a variety of ministries responding to the 
pastoral, spiritual, educational, human, and social needs of the 
people, especially children, youth, families, the marginalized, and 
those most in need.
1. Parish Ministry
	 When the Oblates arrived in Sri Lanka in 1847, they took 
responsibility for Catholic communities and parishes, providing 
sacramental, pastoral, and catechetical services throughout the 
Vicariates of Jaffna and Colombo.

	 As the local diocesan clergy was formed and dioceses 
became more established, the Oblates gradually handed over the 
parishes to the diocesan priests and moved towards specialized 
and missionary ministries.

	 Today, 15 Oblates serve in parishes in several dioceses: 
Jaffna, Mannar, Trincomalee, Batticaloa, Badulla, Ratnapura, 
Galle, and Kandy. True to their tradition as “men of difficult 
missions,” the Oblates continue to accept challenging, rural, and 
remote pastoral assignments, serving the faithful with dedication 
and commitment.

2. Preaching Ministry  
From Amala Utpavam to Amathi Aham
	 The Jaffna Oblate Preaching Community is one of the 
significant missionary ministries of the Province. Inspired by the 
missionary spirit of St. Eugene de Mazenod, the community has 
proclaimed the Gospel among Tamil-speaking Catholics with zeal 
and dedication.
	 Beginning in the late 1940s under pioneers such as Fr. 
Z. N. Croos, OMI, the Oblate preachers travelled from parish 
to parish conducting missions, retreats, novenas, and renewal 
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programmes. In 1961, the community was formally established at 
Columbuthurai, Jaffna, under the name Amala Utpavam.
	 In 1998, partly due to the war, the preaching community 
was transferred to Vavuniya and renamed Amathi Aham. 
From there, its ministry expanded to Tamil-speaking Catholic 
communities throughout Sri Lanka.
	 Today, under the leadership of Fr. B. Jeyabalan, OMI, 
the preaching community continues this missionary tradition, 
bringing the Gospel, hope, reconciliation, and spiritual renewal to 
people.

3. Formation Ministry
St. Joseph’s Juniorate
	 The history of St. Joseph’s Juniorate, Columbuthurai, is 
closely associated with Fr. Adrian Joseph, OMI, who became its 
first Rector on 23 January 1970.
	 The Juniorate welcomes Tamil-speaking young men from 
different parts of the country and provides them with education, 
spiritual formation, and a supportive community environment. 
After completing their G.C.E. Advanced Level examination, 
students undertake further English-language studies before 
proceeding to the next stage of Oblate formation.
	 The Juniorate continues to play an important role in 
fostering and accompanying young vocations to religious and 
missionary life.

Gnanodhayam: Pre-Novitiate Formation
	 Gnanodhayam was established in 2003 as an Oblate 
Institute for Religious Studies and a Pre-Novitiate Formation 
Centre, with Fr. P. Emmanuel Jesuthasan, OMI, as its first Director.
The Pre-Novitiate programme, normally conducted from February 
to July, provides candidates with spiritual, human, and intellectual 
formation as they discern their vocation to Oblate religious life.
	 During the rest of the year, Gnanodhayam also provides 
retreats, renewal programmes, and formation courses for priests 
and religious. The Eugene Academy, located on the premises, 
provides educational support to children and contributes to their 
academic, moral, and spiritual development.
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De Mazenod Scholasticate, Jaffna
	 A significant development in Oblate formation took 
place in 1997 with the establishment of the Oblate Scholastic 
Theologate at Matthew’s Memorial Home, Amala Utpavam. Fr. 
Jeevendra Paul, OMI, served as its first Superior.
	 In 2001, the Scholasticate was moved to its present 
location and named De Mazenod Scholasticate. The present 
building was solemnly inaugurated on 8 July 2001 by Most Rev. 
Fr. William Steckling, OMI, the Superior General.
	 The establishment and development of the Scholasticate 
marked an important step in strengthening the theological, 
spiritual, human, and missionary formation of future Oblates in 
the Province of Jaffna.
	 De Mazenod Scholasticate, where contextual formation is 
secured, now welcomes scholastics from the Province of Colombo 
and from other countries, including Vietnam and Zambia, for their 
philosophical and theological studies. As a Regional Scholasticate, 
De Mazenod Scholasticate is open to Oblates from different 
parts of the world, offering them a place for academic, spiritual, 
pastoral, and community formation.
4. Education Ministry
School and Formal Teaching
	 From the very beginning of their mission in Jaffna in 1847, 
the Oblates became actively involved in the education ministry. 
Over the years, hundreds of Oblates have served as teachers 
and principals and have established and administered numerous 
schools and educational institutions.
	 Oblates have contributed to education in both government 
and private schools and colleges. Great personalities like; Fr. 
Timothy Long, OMI, Fr. Antoninus, OMI, and Fr. N. Arulnesan, 
OMI are some of the notable Oblates who made significant 
contributions to education. This tradition continues today, with 
several Oblates engaged in teaching ministry in schools.

Annai Illam: LEBARA Education Resource Centre
	 The LEBARA Education Resource Centre was established 
on 16 February 2013 at Annai Illam, Kilinochchi, with the support 
of LEBARA. Initiated by Fr. A. Sylvester, OMI, and currently 
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led by Fr. Sebamalai Perera, OMI, the Centre responds to the 
educational needs of children and young people affected by the 
civil war.

	 Functioning as both a library and an educational resource 
centre, it provides educational support and learning opportunities 
to more than 275 students. Through education, personal formation, 
and equal opportunities, the Centre continues to contribute to the 
educational and social development of the Kilinochchi community.

De Mazenod Campus: Oblate Institute of Higher Education (OIHE)
	 The De Mazenod Campus – Oblate Institute of Higher 
Education (OIHE) in Jaffna operates with the motto “Higher 
Education for All.” Recognizing the increasing cost and limited 
accessibility of higher education, the Oblates developed this 
initiative to provide more affordable opportunities for higher 
studies.
	 The initiative began to take shape in 2016 under the 
leadership of Fr. Edwin Vasantharajah, OMI, with the collaboration 
of other Oblates. In 2022, Fr. Siyanstan Jenis, OMI, facilitated its 
registration with the Sri Lanka Tertiary and Vocational Education 
Commission (TVEC). Since 2024, the Centre has been directed 
by Fr. Antonine Jeevendra Paul, OMI.

Oblates as Lecturers and Professors
	 Throughout the history of the Oblate mission in Sri 
Lanka, many Oblates have served as lecturers and professors in 
universities, seminaries, and other institutions of higher education. 
As pioneers in education and seminary formation, the Oblates 
continue to contribute academically qualified personnel to both 
religious and secular educational institutions.

Malarum Mullai: Education and Human Resource Centre, 
Oddusuddan
	 Malarum Mullai is a community education centre in 
Oddusuddan, Mullaitivu District. Initiated in 2018 by Fr. S. 
Anpurasa, OMI, and currently with Bro. Amirtharaj Daberera, 
OMI, the Centre provides free tuition and opportunities for 
children's educational and personal development.
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	 In addition to academic support, children are encouraged 
to develop their talents through music, dance, and other skill-
building activities. Under successive Oblate leadership, the Centre 
has expanded its infrastructure and programmes and continues to 
serve the local community with the support of Wilde Ganzen and 
Stichting Mullai – Netherlands.
Amala Annai Anpaham Hostel: Mulankavil
	 Amala Annai Anpaham began in the Jaffna Peninsula in 
the 1980s as a home for orphans and children in need, initiated 
by Fr. D. Vincent Patrick, OMI, and his companions. Following 
displacement during the Tamil Exodus in 1995, the institution was 
relocated to Mulankavil in the Kilinochchi District.
Due to later government regulations, it was transformed into a boys' 
hostel, providing disadvantaged young boys with accommodation, 
education, life-skills development, and personal formation. The 
Oblates accompanying the hostel continue to support the boys in 
their studies, talents, character development, and preparation for 
a better future.

 Amala Uthayam Boys' Hostel: Trincomalee
	 Amala Uthayam Boys' Hostel, located at Uppuveli, 
Trincomalee, provides a safe and supportive residential 
environment for boys from economically disadvantaged families, 
enabling them to pursue their school education with stability and 
confidence.
	 The hostel was established in 2005 with Fr. Godfrey Joel, 
OMI as the warden and Fr. Jeevanadas, OMI, then Principal of St. 
Joseph's College, Trincomalee. Today, with improved facilities, 
the ministry continues under the care of Fr. Gerald, OMI, providing 
education, personal formation, and pastoral accompaniment to 
young people.
5 . Psychosocial and Counselling Ministries
OBTEC: Kilinochchi  
	 The OBTEC Counselling Centre was officially 
established on 23 September 2022 at Kanagapuram, Kilinochchi, 
with financial support from IMHO (International Medical Health 
Organization, USA). Its mission is to promote psychological 
well-being, emotional healing, and holistic human development, 
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particularly among people in need. Fr. I. S. Vijendran, OMI, 
served as its first Director, supported by professionally qualified 
counsellors.
	 OBTEC works closely with the District General Hospital, 
Kilinochchi, and the Divisional Hospital, Tharmapuram, providing 
psychological counselling to patients, caregivers, and healthcare 
professionals. It also offers specialized support for people affected 
by addiction through individual and family counselling, psycho 
education, relapse prevention, and long-term psychological care.
	 The Centre provides school-based counselling for students 
through individual and group sessions, life-skills programmes, 
and emotional well-being activities. It also serves children's 
homes through trauma-informed counselling, play therapy, art-
based interventions, and resilience-building programmes.
	 In addition, OBTEC conducts early-childhood emotional 
development programmes, community mental-health awareness, 
family and parenting programmes, youth empowerment, and 
psychosocial support in villages and parishes. Through these 
diverse services, the Centre seeks to promote healthier individuals, 
stronger families, and more resilient communities.
Amaithy Thendral: Centre for Psychosocial Animation and 
Value Education – Mullaitivu
	 The Amaithy Thendral Centre was established to promote 
healing, peace, psychosocial well-being, and holistic human 
development among communities affected by the 2004 Tsunami 
and the civil war in Northern Sri Lanka. The initiative began in 
2006 at Unnapulavu, Mullaitivu, and the Centre was officially 
inaugurated on 20 January 2008, with Fr. Peter Rajanayagam, 
OMI, and Fr. Confucius, OMI, taking the lead in establishing its 
programmes.
	 The Centre provides psychosocial and value-education 
programmes for children, youth, parents, teachers, families, and 
vulnerable communities. Since 2011, its ministry has expanded 
to Mannar, Vavuniya, Kilinochchi, and Mullaitivu, reaching 
schools, villages, hospitals, children's homes, elders' homes, 
refugee rehabilitation centres, and communities affected by war 
and poverty.
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	 Particular attention is given to widows, female-headed 
families, persons with disabilities, elderly people, children, youth, 
and teachers, helping them develop resilience, emotional well-
being, peaceful relationships, and hope for the future.
	 Since its establishment, 67 staff members have contributed 
to this ministry. The Centre has been guided by successive Oblate 
directors: Fr. Sebastian, OMI, Fr. Amalathas, OMI, Fr. Poncian, 
OMI, and Fr. I. S. Vijendran, OMI.
Anjali Aham: Point Pedro  
	 Anjali Aham, located in Thumpalai, Point Pedro, Jaffna, 
was established on 22 May 2006, with Fr. S. Damian, OMI, as its 
first Director. Founded with the mission “To journey with wounded 
people in love and compassion,” it began as a psychosocial support 
centre and has grown into an important community development 
ministry serving people across the Jaffna Peninsula.
	 The Centre - Fr. A. Thevavasantharasa, OMI, as its 
director at present- provides counselling and psychosocial support 
to people affected by war, displacement, natural disasters, family 
difficulties, and other social challenges. It also supports children, 
youth, women, persons with disabilities, and vulnerable families.
Valarpirai (ICOF)
	 The Institute of Counselling and Ongoing Formation 
(ICOF), founded by Fr. S. M. Selvaratnam, OMI, was one of the 
early counselling centres of its kind in Jaffna. It has played an 
important role in promoting the emotional, personal, and social 
well-being of people, especially schoolchildren and university 
students.
	 Today, under the guidance of Fr. Damian, OMI, the 
Centre continues to accompany people in need, including children 
with autism and members of the LGBTQ+ community. Through 
counselling, guidance, and ongoing support, it seeks to provide a 
safe, compassionate, and inclusive environment where people can 
find acceptance, develop their potential, and face life's challenges 
with confidence and hope.
Annai Illam: Kilinochchi
	 Annai Illam, now functioning as the LEBARA Library 
and Education Resource Centre, was originally established by Fr. 
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E. Edmund Reginald, OMI, as a counselling centre for victims of 
ethnic violence. As the need for psychosocial support increased 
in Vanni land, the Centre also trained groups of counsellors, 
becoming one of the few counselling-training centres serving the 
war-affected Vanni region.
	 Through its evolving ministry, Annai Illam has contributed 
significantly to healing, psychosocial support, education, and 
community development among vulnerable communities in the 
region.
6. Hospital and Prison Ministry

Chapel of Our Lady of Good Health: Jaffna Teaching Hospital  
	 The Chapel of Our Lady of Good Health at Jaffna 
Teaching Hospital has been a place of prayer, healing, and hope 
for more than five decades. The ministry began in 1972, when 
Fr. T. Thevathasan, a diocesan priest, was appointed as the first 
hospital chaplain. In 1973, he established a small chapel within 
the hospital, initially dedicated to St. Jude and later rededicated to 
Our Lady of Good Health (Velankanni).
	 From 1972 to 1979, the hospital ministry was served by 
priests from the nearby parishes. In 1979, the chaplaincy was 
entrusted to the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate (OMI), 
with Fr. Daniel Francis, OMI, becoming the first full-time Oblate 
hospital chaplain. Since then, numerous Oblates have served 
patients and their families with dedication and compassion.
	 The present chapel was built in 2000 by Fr. S. Anpurasa, 
OMI, and expanded in 2019 by Fr. A. Sutharson, OMI, and 
currently Fr. A. Delushan, OMI, serves as the chaplain.
	 The hospital ministry seeks to make present the 
compassionate healing presence of Christ, especially among the 
poor and vulnerable. 
Diocese of Batticaloa
	 On 1 August 2019, Rt. Rev. Dr. Joseph Ponniah, Bishop 
of Batticaloa, entrusted the Oblates with the ministries of hospital 
chaplaincy and prison ministry.
	 Fr. Jacob Yogaraja, OMI, began this ministry in August 
2019, followed by Fr. Claude Marino, OMI, and Fr. Benat A. 
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Singer, OMI. Their ministry includes celebrating the Eucharist, 
administering the Sacraments, counselling patients and prisoners, 
accompanying grieving families, and providing practical 
assistance such as medicines, transport, clothing, and hygiene 
items.
Vavuniya General Hospital and Prison
	 The Oblates have served the sick and suffering at 
Vavuniya General Hospital since 1999, providing prayer, spiritual 
accompaniment, sacramental care, and support to patients and 
families. Currently Fr. Jenibert Croos, OMI,  serves as chaplain.
	 The Oblates also minister at Vavuniya Prison, 
offering prayer, counselling, spiritual guidance, and personal 
accompaniment to prisoners. Through this ministry, they seek to 
bring hope, dignity, reconciliation, and opportunities for renewal.

Mannar General Hospital
	 The Oblates began hospital chaplaincy at Mannar 
General Hospital in the early 2000s, with Fr. Jacob Yogarajah, 
OMI, among the pioneers of the ministry. Over the years, several 
Oblates including Fr. Gerald, OMI, Fr. A. Vimalanathan, OMI, Fr. 
Jude Carowf, OMI, Fr. Jesupalan, OMI, Fr. Anucious, OMI, and 
currently Fr. M. Vincent, OMI have served the sick.
Trincomalee General Hospital and Prison
	 The Oblates in the Amala Uthayam Community, 
Trincomalee, currently represented by Fr. J. Gerald, OMI, extend 
their pastoral ministry to both the General Hospital and the Prison 
in the city.
	 Through prayer, sacramental ministry, counselling, and 
compassionate accompaniment, the Oblates offer spiritual and 
human support to the sick, prisoners, and their families. As in 
other hospital and prison ministries across Sri Lanka, this service 
reaches people of different faiths and backgrounds, reflecting the 
Oblate commitment to serving everyone, especially those who are 
vulnerable and marginalized.
	 Through these ministries, the Oblates continue their 
charism of being close to the poor, the suffering, and the most 
abandoned, bringing Christ's compassionate presence to hospitals 
and prisons.
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7. Specialized Ministry  
Centre for Rehabilitation of Alcoholics and Drug Addicts 
(CRADA) – Mannar
	 The Centre for Rehabilitation of Alcoholics and Drug 
Addicts (CRADA) was established on 10 October 2006 at 
Thottaveli, Mannar, to help individuals affected by alcohol and 
drug addiction rebuild their lives. Its roots go back to 2003, 
when Fr. Vincent Patrick, OMI, inspired by the context, started 
the “Puthiya Udhayam” (New Dawn) support group in Pesalai. 
Recognizing its success, the late Rt. Rev. Dr. Rayappu Joseph, 
Bishop of Mannar, established a permanent rehabilitation centre 
known as Thiruppumunai –‘turning point’.
	 Over the years, CRADA has developed into a 
comprehensive rehabilitation ministry. Under the leadership of 
successive Oblate directors, including the present director, Fr. V. 
Justin, OMI, the Centre provides holistic support through medical 
care, counselling, psychosocial education, spiritual guidance, 
yoga, recreation, vocational training, and livelihood assistance. 
Mental-health professionals, psychiatrists, and community 
organizations also collaborate in the rehabilitation process.
	 CRADA's ministry extends beyond residential treatment. 
It conducts awareness and prevention programmes in schools 
and villages, anti-drug campaigns, women's empowerment 
programmes, community advocacy, and livelihood assistance for 
rehabilitated persons. Former beneficiaries are also encouraged to 
form village support groups to strengthen long-term recovery.
	 Through this ministry, the Oblates seek not only to 
overcome addiction but also to restore human dignity, rebuild 
families, and help individuals return to meaningful and responsible 
participation in society.
‘Thiruppam’ – Esther Rehabilitation Centre, Alcoholics 
Anonymous – Batticaloa
	 ‘Thiruppam’ – Esther Rehabilitation Centre in Batticaloa 
is an Oblate ministry established to respond to the growing problem 
of alcohol and drug addiction in the Eastern Province of Sri Lanka. 
Inspired by the healing ministry of Christ and the missionary spirit 
of St. Eugene de Mazenod, the Centre accompanies individuals 
and families affected by addiction through counselling, guidance, 
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rehabilitation, and community support. The Centre shares the 
vision and mission of Thiruppumunai (CRADA) Rehabilitation 
Centre in Mannar, seeking to restore the dignity, hope, and well-
being of people affected by addiction and to promote healthy 
families and communities.
	 Over the years, Oblate priests, including Fr. M. A. Hubert, 
Fr. Philip Ranjanakumar, OMI and OMI, Fr. S. A. S. Reval, OMI 
have contributed to this ministry.
	 The Centre conducts school awareness programmes, 
youth formation, teacher training sessions, pastoral visits to 
psychiatric units, and professional counselling for individuals and 
families. Those requiring residential rehabilitation are referred to 
Thiruppumunai Rehabilitation Centre in Mannar for specialized 
treatment and continued support.
Amathi Karankal: Wellness Centre for Amputees, Mankulam
	 The Amathi Karankal – LEBARA Wellness Centre for 
Amputees, located at Panikankulam, Mankulam, Mullaitivu, was 
inaugurated in May 2014 as a humanitarian ministry dedicated 
to restoring hope, dignity, and independence to persons with 
amputations and disabilities, particularly those affected by the 
civil conflict. Fr. S. Anpurasa, OMI, served as its first Director.
The Centre is a collaborative initiative of the LEBARA Foundation, 
Meththa Foundation, Missio Aachen, Porticus, the Missionary 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate, and generous benefactors. It 
provides holistic care addressing the physical, psychological, 
economic, spiritual, and educational needs of amputees and their 
families.
	 A major service of the Centre is the provision of artificial 
limbs and orthotic devices free of charge, helping beneficiaries 
regain mobility and confidence. The Centre also offers counselling, 
psychosocial support, and motivational programmes to assist 
individuals in overcoming trauma and rebuilding their lives.
	 In addition, beneficiaries receive livelihood assistance 
for self-employment, small businesses, and cottage industries. 
Educational grants are also provided to children from amputee 
families and to school-going amputees, enabling them to continue 
their education.
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	 Through these services, Amathi Karankal continues 
the Oblate mission of accompanying the vulnerable, restoring 
dignity, and helping individuals and families build more secure 
and hopeful futures.
Centre for Peace and Reconciliation (CPR)
	 The Centre for Peace and Reconciliation (CPR) is an 
Oblate ministry established on 2 May 2005 to promote peace, 
justice, reconciliation, and human dignity in Sri Lanka. It was 
founded in response to the needs of communities affected by 
ethnic conflict and social divisions, with a mission to build bridges 
among communities and empower marginalized people to live 
with dignity and equal rights.
	 Its vision is “A just and peaceful Sri Lanka where the 
rights of all people are assured.” With the support of partners 
such as Misereor, CPR works with communities, civil society 
organizations, and other stakeholders to promote human rights, 
equal opportunities, social awareness, and peaceful coexistence 
among people of different ethnic and religious backgrounds.
	 The Centre also accompanies war-affected and 
marginalized communities through psychosocial support, 
livelihood assistance, and training in non-violent communication. 
Over the years, its programmes have been coordinated by Fr. 
Bernard, OMI, and currently by Fr. Jeevarantam, OMI. Because of 
its advocacy work, some Oblates have also faced security threats 
and intimidation.
	 Today, CPR continues to address important social issues 
through human-rights advocacy, minority rights, interreligious 
dialogue, women's and children's rights, gender equality, 
environmental responsibility inspired by Laudato Si', and 
intercultural exchange programmes. It also conducts awareness 
and empowerment programmes for students and youth on issues 
such as substance-abuse prevention and road safety.
	 Through these initiatives, CPR continues the Oblate 
commitment to peace, justice, reconciliation, and service to the 
most vulnerable, helping build a more just, inclusive, and peaceful 
Sri Lanka.



-462-

Specialized Ministry to Dysfunctional Families
	 Inspired by the charism of St. Eugene de Mazenod and 
his concern for families in difficulty, the Jaffna Province launched 
this ministry in 2021. Fr. Stany Anthonipillai, OMI, began by 
accompanying single mothers, widows, and families affected by 
the war, particularly in the Vanni region and parts of the Jaffna 
Peninsula.
	 The ministry provides empowerment programmes, 
awareness sessions, counselling, limited legal assistance, and 
pastoral accompaniment. It also promotes Gospel values among 
families of different faith backgrounds, including Hindus, 
Christians, and Catholics.
	 With the support of generous benefactors, the ministry 
continues to provide livelihood assistance, home-gardening 
projects, children's nutrition programmes, and food assistance 
to families facing hardship. Through this ministry, the Oblates 
seek to restore dignity, strengthen families, and bring hope to 
those experiencing abandonment, poverty, and difficult family 
circumstances.

9. Youth and Children Ministry  
HAVONOS: Empowering Communities through Hope and 
Sustainable Development
	 HAVONOS - OMI, supported by HAVONOS–
Netherlands, is an Oblate social-development initiative serving 
vulnerable communities in the Northern and Eastern Provinces 
of Sri Lanka. Currently coordinated by Fr. S. R. Satheeskumar, 
OMI, it responds to the needs of war-affected families, women, 
children, youth, and marginalized communities through 
education, livelihood development, psychosocial support, youth 
empowerment, and rehabilitation.
	 A major initiative is the FAITH (Food Always in the Home) 
programme, which supports women-headed families through 
livelihood projects, agriculture, home gardening, counselling, and 
women's groups. More than 775 women have benefited from these 
programmes.
	 Through Gnanatheepam, Youth Empowerment Centre 
in Ariyalai, HAVONOS provides young people with awareness 
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and leadership programmes addressing mental health, suicide 
prevention, substance abuse, life skills, and educational motivation. 
Vocational training, youth clubs, and leadership programmes help 
young people become responsible and confident members of 
society.
	 Education is another major focus. Through initiatives 
such as the SieCo Centre, Amathikalam Community Development 
Centre, and Sieni Fund for Children's Education, disadvantaged 
children receive scholarships, school supplies, nutritious meals, 
and educational support.
	 The Nesakkarankal Farm at Iyakachchi promotes 
sustainable livelihoods through coconut cultivation, goat and 
poultry farming, brick-making, and other agricultural activities, 
while also supporting local students through scholarships and 
educational programmes.
	 HAVONOS also collaborates with the Esther 
Rehabilitation Centre in Batticaloa in providing rehabilitation 
services for people affected by drug addiction and conducting 
prevention programmes in schools and villages.
	 Through these diverse ministries, OMI and HAVONOS 
continue to promote education, psychosocial well-being, 
sustainable livelihoods, rehabilitation, and social justice, helping 
vulnerable communities build lives of greater dignity, resilience, 
hope, and peace.
St. Eugene's Children Club
	 The St. Eugene's Children Club is a parish-based ministry 
inspired by the spirit and charism of St. Eugene de Mazenod, 
dedicated to the holistic formation of children and young people. 
Its vision is “To nurture children into strong pillars of the faith 
community.”
	 The Club provides a safe, joyful, and faith-filled 
environment for children aged 8 to 18, helping them grow 
spiritually, socially, emotionally, and intellectually. Through faith 
formation, leadership activities, service, teamwork, and talent 
development, children are encouraged to become responsible and 
compassionate members of the Church and society.
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	 The ministry also promotes Christian values, vocations 
to the Oblate way of life, artistic and technological skills, care 
for nature, and active participation in parish and community life. 
Children are given opportunities to develop leadership through 
Children's Leadership Teams. The Club functions under the 
guidance of Fr. S. Roystan, OMI, Director of Children's Ministry, 
together with parish priests, animators, catechists, volunteers, and 
parents.
10. Spiritual Animation
Sangamam - Gnanavazhi: Kopay, Spiritual Centre, Kopay, 
Jaffna  
	 Sangamam was established after the 2004 Tsunami 
to care for children affected by the disaster. Later, it developed 
into a centre for prayer, retreats, healing, psycho-spiritual 
accompaniment, meditation, and renewal. Today, the Gnanavazhi 
– Path to Wisdom- programme provides spiritual animation, 
contemplative formation, renewal programmes, and training for 
formators.
Chaplaincy at the College of Education, Vavuniya  
	 Started in October 2024, this ministry provides spiritual 
accompaniment and formation to student-teachers preparing for 
their future educational mission. The chaplain also supports their 
personal, spiritual, and pastoral development.
11. Jaffna Oblates on Foreign Mission
Sending Missionaries from Jaffna
	 Since the Oblates arrived in Sri Lanka in 1847, they have 
not only served and developed the local Church but have also 
sent missionaries to different parts of the world. Oblates from the 
Province of Jaffna have served in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, 
Malaysia, Japan, South Korea, China, the Philippines, Australia, 
South Africa, Namibia, Zambia, Kenya, Lesotho, Germany, 
England, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Canada, Mexico, Brazil, 
and Cuba.
Tamil Chaplaincy
	 From the 1980s, many Sri Lankan Tamils migrated to other 
countries because of the war and in search of better opportunities. 
This created a need for Tamil-speaking Catholic chaplains. The 
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Oblates responded by providing pastoral and spiritual care to 
Tamil Catholic communities in countries such as Norway, France, 
Italy, and Denmark.
Oblates Serving in Various Capacities
	 Oblates from the Jaffna Province have also served outside 
Sri Lanka in various roles, including administration, formation, 
animation, teaching, and pastoral ministry. Their service has 
extended to places such as the Vatican city, Italy, France, England, 
Mexico, Brazil, the Philippines, and Kenya, continuing the 
missionary tradition of the Jaffna Oblates beyond the shores of Sri 
Lanka.
12. Mission through Writing, Printing, Music and Mass Media 
& Communication
	 From the beginning of their mission in Ceylon, the Oblates 
recognized the importance of writing, printing, music, and media 
as effective means of evangelization.
	 A significant milestone was the establishment of the first 
Catholic printing press in Jaffna in 1876, known as St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Press. It played an important role in spreading Catholic 
teaching and supporting Tamil Catholic literature.
	 Nallur Swami Gnanapragasar made extensive use of 
writing and publishing for evangelization. His numerous books, 
articles, research works, and other publications made a lasting 
contribution to both Tamil literature and Tamil Catholic literature.
	 Several Oblates, including Fr. Antoninus, OMI, Fr. P. 
Jesuthasan, OMI, Fr. S. M. Selvaratnam, OMI, Fr. Vincent Patrick, 
OMI, Fr. S. Anpurasa, OMI, and Fr. J. R. Satheeskumar, OMI, 
have contributed through writing in history, religious, academic, 
psychological, and social fields. “Naan,” a Tamil psychology 
magazine published from the De Mazenod seholostieate for 
almost half a century, is a notable example of this ministry.
	 Music has also been an important part of the Oblate 
mission. Oblates such as Fr. Adrian Joseph, OMI, Fr. P. Vimalrajan, 
OMI, Fr. Linus Soiza, OMI, Fr. B. Jeyabalan, OMI, and Fr. Jude 
Caowf, OMI have contributed through the composition of sacred 
and religious music.


